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the sworn enemy. Can you imagine some-
body in 1948, after this terrible war, with all 
the hatred and bloodshed, standing up in 
front of the country and saying, ‘‘I predict 
an American President someday will be tak-
ing a leader of the sworn enemy to the sing-
er’s house.’’ [Laughter] They would have run 
him out of town. [Laughter] 

But it happened; it happened because 
Japan adopted a Japanese-style democracy. 
And the lesson of history is that liberty has 
got the capacity to change enemies into allies. 
Liberty has got the capacity to lay the foun-
dation of peace. Someday, an American 
President will be sitting down with duly 
elected leaders in the Middle East talking 
about the peace, and a generation of Ameri-
cans will be better off. 

These are trying times for our country. 
We’ve got a lot of stuff going for us, though, 
you know. We’ve got a fantastic military. And 
I will assure you this, that our military will 
have whatever it takes to do their job and 
defend this country. 

But we also have a lot of people who un-
derstand that liberty is not just an American 
concept. Liberty is universal. I personally be-
lieve there is an Almighty, and I believe that 
that Almighty’s gift to each man and woman 
on the whole face of the Earth is the desire 
to be free. And I know that when people 
are able to realize that ambition, no matter 
what their religion, no matter where they 
live, the world will become a more peaceful 
place. 

It’s an honor to be the President of a coun-
try that has got such good values—deter-
mined country, a country that knows that his-
tory can repeat itself with perseverance and 
strength of character. No, these are chal-
lenging times, but out of these times will 
come a more secure America and a more 
peaceful world. 

Thanks for helping Charlie. May God bless 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at the 
Ritz-Carlton Orlando. In his remarks, he referred 
to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Mayor Richard T. 
Crotty of Orange County, FL, and his son, Tyler; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of 
Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea. 

Message on the Observance of Rosh 
Hashanah, 5767 
September 21, 2006 

I send greetings to those around the world 
celebrating Rosh Hashanah. 

During these holy days, Jewish people 
begin the new year by answering the call of 
the Shofar and gathering in synagogues. It 
is a time to reflect on the past, celebrate the 
beginning of life, and welcome the promise 
of the future with a spirit of renewal and 
hope. 

On this sacred holiday, I appreciate the 
Jewish people for your efforts to ensure that 
your values and traditions are passed on to 
future generations. As you begin the Days 
of Awe, your faith in the Almighty reminds 
us of the gift of religious freedom in our 
country and helps make the world a more 
hopeful place. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for a 
peaceful Rosh Hashanah. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Proclamation 8055—National 
Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve Week, 2006 
September 21, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In times of war or crisis, the citizen-sol-

diers of our National Guard and Reserve are 
ready and willing to answer the call of duty. 
During National Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve Week, we express our 
deep gratitude to these brave men and 
women and to the employers who support 
them and enable them to serve. 

Members of the National Guard and Re-
serve put on the uniform of the United States 
when our country needs them most. In the 
war on terror, thousands of these civilians 
from all walks of life have been called away 
from their jobs and families and mobilized 
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